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FROM YOUR EDITORS

Every year we think maybe we can pro-
duce two Newsletters and get a proper
timetable of when this will happen, but
every year this fails. It fails for a variety of
reasons, lack of articles, constriction on
time of the Editors, and sometimes com-
puter problems.

Although we may fail in the hopes for our
achievements we are still grateful for the
opportunity of hearing from others. Stories
from Associations and Communities, news
about work situations, conferences people
have attended, are always welcome and
make interesting reading and a great ex-

ample of God’s continuing faithfulness in
the work of His Church.

If you have never sent your Newsletter or
written an article for DIAKONIA News
please think about it as others would like
to share in your life and witness and how
God is working in your part of the world.

We look forward to Atlanta and meeting
some of the people we have only ever
read about, bring your stories with you and
share them with us.

Jane Martin
English editor

*****************************************

Everything in the world becomes more
expensive – and so the need to cut down
costs is becoming urgent. Especially an
organisation as DIAKONIA has to be
aware of using as little money as possible
for administration. The internet is providing
a good possibility to cut down costs but
keep up – or even improve – communica-
tion with each other. Therefore we started
to publish DIAKONIA News and
DIAKONIA Nachrichten on our website.
Please feel free to download it and distrib-
ute it widely. As this service is free, we
stop mailing paper copies to each mem-
ber. This issue already will be distrib-
uted only via email to our members in
America (North and South), Australia
and Europe. All members in Africa and
Asia will receive a paper this time. If

you want to continue having a paper
copy, please inform the Editors.
All private subscibors of the DIAKONIA
News will receive now a paper copy for
the last time – if they do not give notice
that they want to receive a paper copy in
future too. So, everybody who wants to
receive their DIAKONIA News issue in
paper in future will get it. But if you are
not telling us otherwise, we stop mail-
ing a paper copy to you.

Sometimes we cannot say thank you for
gifts and donations because we simply do
not know who is the sender! Please add
your full name when you fill out your
transaction file. Thank you very much!

Ulrike Kellner
German editor

Important Internet and E-mail Adresses
WEBSITES

DIAKONIA World Federation http://www.diakonia-world.org
DAP http://www.dap.info
DRAE http://www.drae.info
DOTAC http://www.dotac.info

WORLD “OFFICERS” REGIONAL

president@diakonia-world.org dap.president@diakonia-world.org
secretary@diakonia-world.org dotac.president@diakonia-world.org
treasurer@diakonia-world.org drae.president@diakonia-world.org
deutsch.editor@diakonia-world.org drae.secretary@diakonia-world.org
english.editor@diakonia-world.org drae.treasurer@diakonia-world.org
webmaster@diakonia-world.org
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FROM THE PRESIDENT

Dear friends in DIAKONIA,
This Lent along with some of my sister
deaconesses, I have been reflecting on
“The Cry of the Prophet,” a little booklet by
Joan Chittister. In Hosea, Chittister writes,
we see how judgment and compassion go
together for the prophet. My colleagues
who know the Hebrew language have
taught me that compassion and womb
come from the same root in Hebrew. This
means that the prophet always begins with
“womb love” or compassion which sees
the other person as being born of the
same womb and thus a sister or brother.
Or compassion may be described as
“mother love” which desires fullness of life
for her children or who cannot rest until
every straying child has returned home.
This means that the prophet agonizes over
every judgment and prophesies only to
bring restoration to a person, a church, a
nation, a world that is much loved.

In recent years in DIAKONIA, we have
been talking about and exploring the pro-
phetic role of the diaconate. We have a
vision of God’s intention for wholeness for
the entire creation, and still we minister
every day in the midst of brokenness. Our
compassion moves us not only to provide
the hands-on care that individuals need so
badly but also to be prophetic and call into
questions all that works against peace and
justice in our world.

Such prophetic diakonia can be hard and
lonely. That is one of the reasons that
DIAKONIA World Federation is so impor-
tant. Through our sharing together, we
know we are not alone in this endeavor,
we support and encourage one another,
and we learn from each other about the
needs of the world. Through our connec-
tions in DIAKONIA our hope and our vision
are revived. We go on with our diakonia
refreshed and renewed.

In July, we will once again have an oppor-
tunity to gather representatives from all
our diaconal communities and associa-
tions for the 20th World Assembly of
DIAKONIA. I look forward to seeing many
of you at Georgia Technological Institute,
Atlanta, Georgia, USA July 20-27. The
local planning committee has been work-
ing hard on many details including a cul-
tural evening and visits to ministry sites
and places of interest around Atlanta. The
program committee is providing for excel-
lent speakers, bible studies, workshops,
worship and opportunities for conversation
among assembly participants.

Those of us who gather this summer will
commit ourselves to bring what we learn
and experience back home to those who
cannot attend. In that way, our entire di-
aconal communities and associations can
benefit.

At the Assembly, the voting delegates will
choose a new president. We have four
well-qualified and experienced candidates.
Whoever is elected, I am confident that I
will pass the leadership into good hands.
Before I do that, however, I express my
deep gratitude for the opportunities I have
had as president these past eight years. I
have been able to visit many parts of the
world, to attend several regional confer-
ences and to meet so many wonderful
people. I am grateful for all that I have
learned and experienced as I served as
DIAKONIA president. I continue to thank
God for the thousands of deaconesses,
deacons, sisters and diaconal workers in
DIAKONIA — people who everyday seek
to make the world more whole. May God
continue to bless you and the on-going
work of DIAKONIA World Federation.

Louise Williams
DIAKONIA World President

Fees, donations and contributions you may send to the following account:
Bank account 38 81 759 Stichting DIAKONIA

Amsterdam, Netherlands/Niederlande
IBAN: NL44 PSTB 0003881759 BIC: PSTBNL2
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DIAKONIA WORLDWIDE
DIAKONIA’s main web address: www.diakonia-world.org

DIAKONIA Executive Committee Meet-
ing, Bethanien Guesthouse, Ameron-
gen, Netherlands
May 27 – June 2, 2008

This was a very peaceful place set in
lovely surroundings in a rural part of the
Netherlands. During our time there we
were able to share a worship service with
the Deaconesses of the Motherhouse Am-
erongen together with the members of the
VDW (Verenigingen van Diaconate Werk-
ers) who were having their annual meeting
in Amerongen.
Deaconess Anke Slagmolen, who works in
Rwanda, was on holiday in her own
Motherhouse at Amerongen and gave us a
report on the work in Rwanda. The work
there is expanding but there are still ten-
sions in the country. The Sisters run a
Kindergarten and have started a primary
school. It was good to hear first hand of
what they are doing.

NEW MEMBER GROUPS
Again this year there are no new member
groups but there was an enquiry from a
new Church which has been founded in
Zambia. As there are still many questions
to be asked and answered this en-
quiry/application will be ongoing for some
time.

FINANCIAL REPORT
Due to a number of unfortunate circum-
stances the Accounts were not entirely up
to date. A report for 2006 was presented
and accepted. A draft report for 2007 was
also presented and after this has been
agreed by the auditors it will be circulated
to all members of the Executive Commit-
tee to be signed as a true record.
Membership fees: It was noted that the
letter requesting membership fees for
2005-2006 and 2006-2007 had been late
in going out and therefore not everyone
had paid their fees. By the time you re-
ceive this Newsletter all member groups
should have received a note of all fees
due and the date they should be paid by.

A Draft Budget for 2009 was presented
and accepted by the Executive Commit-
tee. It was also agreed that as there would
be a World Assembly in 2009 and our ex-
penses would be higher than usual no
allocation of funds would be given to the
Regions

DIAKONIA World President Louise Williams and the
three Regional Presidents Linda Ervin, Sala Nauca-

balavu, Doris Horn

All requests for travel expenses for the
next Assembly should be made to
DRAE Regional President Sr. Doris
Horn or to the Secretary, Sr. Ulrike
Kellner. One delegate from each mem-
ber group that asks for assistance and
meets the criteria is funded by the
Travelfund. All member groups are
asked to seek ways and possibilities of
sponsoring regions or individuals to
enable them to attend the World As-
sembly.

DIAKAID
There were no new DIAKAID requests for
this year but there are a number of on-
going projects which are still receiving
funding.

Namalira motherhouse in Buko-
ba/Tanzania will receive their final pay-
ment of 5,000 euro for their deaconess
education programme.

Belem/Brazil – On receipt of their report
this project “kids at risk” will receive their
final funding of 2,500 euro
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Wesley Diaconal Community of the
Methodist Church in the Caribbean will
also receive their funding of 5,000 Euro on
receipt of their report. This is a programme
to help unemployed youth to be trained in
basic survival skills.

Completed projects were Deaconess
School of the HKBP in Indonesia who
received 4,000 euro to help fund a new
student mini bus. Report was received

Malawi – two sisters received help with
the education of two sisters in South Africa
– Report received.

Sisters of St. Mary in Egypt received
2,000 to buy Montessori materials for mu-
sic lessons. Report received.

Although there are no new projects it is
hoped that were will be some next year
and ongoing funding is necessary, so
please continue to give donations towards
DIAKAID.

DIAKONIA NEWS
Although it has always been our hope to
produce more than one copy per year this

just seems impossible with the little infor-
mation we are given and also the workload
of people who would like to contribute but
who don’t have a great deal of time.
You may like to have your DIAKONIA
NEWS by email or you may still wish to
receive it by post but whatever way could
you please inform Ulrike Kellner. To do it
by email is more cost effective for
DIAKONIA.
It should also appear on our web page
www.diakonia-world.org and so if you want
to wait for it that way it would be also use-
ful to tell that to Ulrike and then she won’t
post it out to you.
If you wish to receive it by post remem-
ber it costs £2 or 6 Euro to print and
post and so donations are welcome.

Other work of the Executive Committee
included the on going Theological reflec-
tion, Justice and Peace issues, ideas for
our web page, new DIAKONIA Leaflet, a
new History of DIAKONIA book, the pos-
sibility of a DIAKONIA World Exchange
Programme, our vision for DIAKONIA for
the next 10 years. Some of this work will
be made more clear when we meet for our
Assembly in Atlanta.

NEWS AROUND THE WORLD

News from DIAKONIA OF ASIA PACIFIC REGION (DAP)

In her report to the Executive of World
DIAKONIA, Sala Naucabalavu, President
of DAP writes; In the aftermath of the
earthquake in China 5 million people have
been left homeless and countless have
died that led the country to go into mourn-
ing for three days. The Campus Crusade
for Christ has endeavoured to serve the
victims with physical and spiritual needs
and is working closely with their team
members who understand the culture and
geography of the place. We thank God for
their lives and service.

In Thailand the President refused to allow
foreign aids to enter its shores as a recent
typhoon hit the country leaving 2.5 million
needing assistance and thousands dead.

But praise be to God for a change of mind
that allowed the UN foreign minister to visit
and plan for the necessary assistance to
those in need.

DAP Regional President Sala Naucabalavu
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The above are part of the issues that the
Asia Pacific region is challenged with for
its service to neighbouring countries and
also in identifying organisations especially,
Christian groups present in such areas, for
assistance.

Australia
Australian Anglican Deacons Associa-
tion (AADA) – held an Ecumenical study
day on the Diaconate on 5-6th October
2007. The main speaker was John N.
Collins who has written extensively on the
Diaconate.

Diakonia of the Uniting Church of Aus-
tralia (DUCA) – held their national confer-
ence 1-3 February followed by their Con-
tinuing Education Programme from 4-8th
February. The conference allows them to
share issues of concern, plan for the fu-
ture, reflect on the latest developments in
diaconal ministry and elect their Executive.
Their new National conveners are Rev.
Peter Batten and Judy McLeod. Rev. Bill
Harris remains the liaison officer with Dia-
konia until the Atlanta Assembly.

FIJI
On May 20th 2008 Divine intervention in
the political arena of our country became
visible. The head of the military coup and
the deposed Prime Minister had a meeting
for the first time in 1 1/2 years of the coup
through the chairmanship of the President
of the Methodist Church in Fiji and the
Archbishop of the Roman Catholic Church.
We praised God for intervening in His own
good time when the cost of living rises
every month and the wage earners pay
packets remain stagnant. Some students
have left school through non payment of
fees and people are beginning to return to
their villages as businessmen begin to
wind up their businesses to move to other
Pacific countries. Church congregations
and Deaconesses during their monthly

fellowship meetings prayed for such a time
as this.

Indonesia: The HKBP hospital at Balige,
which is run by the deaconess community
IKADIWA, could celebrate its 90th birthday.
From this hospital three young nurses
started their trip to Germany 56 years ago,
to receive an education as a deaconess.
After returning to Indonesia in 1961 those
sisters founded the deaconess community
and afterwards a deaconess school. Since
1995 they have a new motherhouse at
Lumban Pisang-Siborongborong.

Founding Sisters of IKADIWA: Deaconess Nuria
Gultom and Deaconess Bonaria Hutabarat

Japan: The Bethel Sisters in Kobe are
struggeling with renovations that have to
been done at their motherhouse. They
sold an appartement in Tokushima to fi-
nance reparations. During their annual
celebration in May they could welcome
two sisters from Ländli/Switzerland. They
enjoyed and were comforted by the inter-
national community.

New Zealand: New Zealands Association
Aotearoa DANZA held their annual mem-
bership meeting. DIAKONIA World Presi-
dent Louise Williams attended. (see report
below)

Fees, donations and contributions you may send to the following account:
Bank account 38 81 759 Stichting DIAKONIA

Amsterdam, Netherlands/Niederlande
IBAN: NL44 PSTB 0003881759 BIC: PSTBNL2




